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Cougars Celebrate 
2018 Homecoming

For more from Homecoming, See Page 2

Dell City School to Host
“Trunk or Treat” on Halloween
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 Congratulations to seniors Reilly Czubinski and Stephanie 
Rangel, who were selected 2018 Homecoming King and Queen at the 
Dell City School!

 The Dell City School celebrated homecoming Oct. 8-12, 
with a week of special activities culminating in a parade and bonfires 
Thursday, and a pep rally and sporting events on Friday – and rainy 
weather couldn’t dampen the Cougar spirit. The pep rally showcased 
the school’s new cheeleading squad, and there were tug-of-war con-
tests among students and school staff. The Cougar six-man football 
team fell in a tough 37-12 loss to district rivals Sierra Blanca. Coach 
Joe Czubinski said his team “played hard for four quarters and never 
quit” in the rain-soaked game. 
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 Dell City’s newest Halloween 
tradition returns, when the Dell City 
School hosts “Trunk or Treat” next 
Wednesday, Oct. 31, just after the Dell 
Valley Chamber of Commerce’s annual 
Halloween parade. 

 A Halloween street party, Trunk or Treat will take place on 
Grebing Street, just south of the Dell City School, from 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. School staffers and community members will line up their ve-
hicles and welcome trick-or-treaters, sharing treats from open trunks 
decked out in Halloween décor. Trunk or Treat is now in its third year, 
and in previous years participants have played Halloween-themed 
music from their vehicles and created holiday-themed games for the 
young superheroes, ghosts and goblins.

 The Chamber’s Main Street 
parade and costume contest are favorite 
Dell Valley Halloween traditions, and 
Trunk or Treat extends the festivities, as 
well as providing families an opportunity 
for “one-stop” trick-or-treating.
 Participants are free set up their 
“trunks” on Grebing Street as soon as 
school lets out.

Put on your costume, and join in the fun at the Dell City School!

 It’s the time when foun-
dations are built. Students in the 
first years of elementary school 
learn to read and write – the seeds 
of intellectual engagement and 
curiosity are planted and nurtured. 
These youngest students also learn 
social skills, how to communicate 
and resolve conflicts with their 
peers. 
 Erika Gamez joined Dell 
City ISD this year as the district’s 
kindergarten and first-grade teach-
er, and she’s giving the elementary school’s youngest students those 
fundamentals.  
 “I want to know for sure the kindergarteners are ready for 
first, and that the first-graders are prepared for second grade,” Gamez 
said. “At whatever level a student starts, I want to show progress 
in each student, to create a learning environment that affects all 
students in a positive way – academically, socially and emotionally.” 
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Dell City School Homecoming 2018
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 As part of a week of homecoming activities, Tuesday, Oct. 9, was “Twin 
Day” at the Dell City School.

 The Dell City School 
celebrated student achievement 
during the first six weeks of the 
2018-2019 school year, in an 
awards ceremony held in Cougar 
Gym earlier this month.

 The Oct. 10 event rec-
ognized honor roll students and 
student excellence in academics, 
attendance and activities, begin-
ning with pre-K and elementary 
students and moving through ju-
nior-high and high-school classes. 
Parents and family members were 
on hand, as Supt. Ruben Cervant-
es, Principal Carlos Contreras and 
classroom teachers presented stu-
dents with medals and certificates 
of achievement.

 The six-week awards 
will be a regular event, to be held 
the Wednesday after the end of 
each six-week period. Family and 
community members are invited 
to attend – look for announce-
ments of upcoming ceremonies.

Student Achievement honored At AwArdS ceremony
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Dell City Red Cross Club to Participate 
in El Paso Terrorism Drill

 Members of the Dell City School Red Cross Youth Club 
will have an intensive immersion in the complexities of emergen-
cy response, when they participate next Monday night (Oct. 29) 
in El Paso County’s annual terrorism drill.
 El Paso is home to field offices for many federal agen-
cies, and each year those agencies, and their non-governmental 
partners, test their preparedness for a major terrorist incident by 
staging a mock event. The FBI, the Department of Homeland 
Security, the Red Cross and others participate in the drill. 
 Dr. Edgar Alvarez is the faculty coordinator for the Dell 
City Red Cross Youth Club, and a former Red Cross volunteer, 
who himself has participated in the terrorism drills. Alvarez said 
the federal agencies are informed just a few hours before the drill 
begins of the nature of the “attack” or incident, and play out their 
coordinated response throughout the night. 
 With Alvarez in the lead, Dell City’s Red Cross club 
was launched last year – and became the only club of its kind in 
the Far West Texas/ Southern New Mexico area. The region now 
has a second youth club, but because of Dell City’s trailblazing 
status, Cougar students are offered unique opportunities like the 
one next week.
 The Dell City club’s dozen members will join others 
for an initial meeting near the El Paso Airport at 7 p.m., and will 
participate in the drill through a final debriefing at 4 a.m. The stu-
dents won’t know their roles in the drill until it begins – students 
may play the part of victims, or may assist federal agents or oth-
ers. Alvarez said it promises to be an interesting and educational 
night for the Dell City students.

 Above, Grant Spence, of Delcom, delivered a check earlier 
this month to senior class sponsor Dr. Edgar Alvarez, thanking the 
class for its work staffing the concession stand at the Delcom car show 
during the 60th Hudspeth County Fair.

National Honor Society Returns to Dell City ISD

 Dell City ISD this year is reintroducing the National 
Honor Society and National Junior Honor Society programs. 
Membership in the societies is not only a form of recognition 
for outstanding high-school and junior-high students – but also 
gives those students access to scholarships and other assistance 
in pursuing post-secondary education. 
 The National Honor Societies recognizes students who 
excel in four areas: scholarship, service, leadership and character. 
Students must apply for membership, and a committee of Dell 
City teachers and administrators will review the applications and 
make selections. Students selected for the societies must partici-
pate in community service activities.
 The National Honor Societies award scholarships, and 
also provide members with tools to navigate the college admis-
sions process and to locate financial assistance. It has been sever-
al years since the Dell City School has selected National Honor 
Society members. The effort to relaunch the program began last 
year, and is being seen to fruition this year by Principal Carlos 
Contreras and teacher Edgar Alvarez.

 At right, 
school custodian Chris 
Czubinski received a 
delivery of about two 
dozen new Dell laptop 
computers earlier this 
month. The laptops are 
being configured, and 
will soon be distributed 
to the school’s sixth- 
through 12th-grade stu-
dents. The new laptops 
have significantly more 
memory and capacity 
than previous student 
computuers, and will 
allow students to access 
apps and program sup-
porting their studies.
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 Parents and family members came out to support Dell City 
School student-athletes Tuesday, Oct. 23, when the volleyball team 
had its “Parent Night” competition in Cougar Gym.

attendance iS Key!
 Attendance rates, tracked each day on the attendance board 
in the Dell City School’s main office, have been improving since 
the start of school – but students, parents and family members are 
reminded that consistent attendance is vital to academic success! 
Classes with the highest attendance rates will be rewarded later this 
year with a pizza party.
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 Gamez has nine students – four 
kindergarteners and five first-graders. Literacy 
– the basics of reading and reading compre-
hension – are the cornerstone of classroom 
activities.
 Reading is “cross-curricular,” 
Gamez said – a student’s success in math, 
in social studies and in science all depend 
on having good reading-comprehension 
strategies. With kindergarteners, that means 
“getting down to basics” – teaching students 
to identify letters and sounds. Gamez builds 
up students’ “sight words” – words they can 
identify by sight. First graders learn to identi-
fy word and fact “families,” and develop their 
writing skills.

 There is a basic threshold in literacy 
that all young students need to meet, but “dif-
ferentiated instruction” is also central to Ga-
mez’ approach. Good teaching, she said, isn’t 
just about “equity” – making sure all students 
reach a single standard – but about growth, 
ensuring that sure each student is challenged 
and receives the individualized attention they 
need to progress. Gamez said that having the 
time and space to give students that individual 
attention is one of the great benefits of the 
Dell City School’s small class sizes.  

 Gamez teaches lessons, but giving 
students opportunities to explore and col-
laborate, to drive their own learning, is also 
an important part of her classroom. Students 
work in reading and writing “centers,” and the 
learning there is “self-driven,” Gamez said. 
Students will take on the role of “captain” 
or “teacher for the day,” leading their peers 
through the rules and goals for each activity.

 Gamez has previous experience 
working with deaf students, and she incor-
porates gestures and signing into her teach-
ing. She said that using signs is especially 
helpful for her English-learner students, but 
that “anybody benefits from learning sign 
language.”
 And as anyone who visits Gamez’ 
classroom or passes her and her students in 
the school hallways will learn, music is a 
constant. Students sing what they’re learning. 
They sing to line up for recess, and there 
are songs when students feel frustrated or 
encounter a particularly difficult lesson. 

 “Everything I do is with music,” 
Gamez said. “That is my key – everything is a 
song.”

 This is Gamez’ second year as a full-
time teacher – she obtained her certification 
last year, through the Region 19 Education 

Service Center in El Paso, while she was 
teaching kindergarten at Ysleta ISD. The 
Region 19 training was a rigorous one, and 
Gamez said the program put a strong empha-
sis on classroom management, stressing that 
“a student won’t pick up the content if there 
are behavior issues in the classroom.”

 The key to classroom management, 
Gamez said, is keeping students engaged. 
When there are problems, Gamez takes stu-
dents aside for “one-on-one conversations.” 
The basic philosophy is to “treat students like 
human beings,” Gamez said, and to recognize 
that, like adults, children have good and bad 
days, and bring whatever is happening in their 
lives outside school into the classroom.

 “Our job is to teach the students to 
overcome those obstacles,” Gamez said, “to 
have them feel better when they come into 
class. I want them to be confident, to feel 
good about themselves.”
 That social and emotional growth 
is vital, Gamez said. Gamez said songs and 
other resources from PBS Kids are valuable 
tools in social-skills development, and Gamez 
works with students in a “dramatic play 
center.” The play center is a place for pretend, 
where students explore “real-world kinds 
of situations” that push them to think about 
“how to be a good citizen, how to use their 
manners, how to speak to others.”

 “They get to talk things through, so 
you can have them think on their own about 
what they should do,” Gamez said. “Some-
times they’ll be arguing amongst themselves 
– but that’s the perfect time to have a learning 
moment.
 “They have to develop indepen-
dence for themselves,” she said. “I get to be 
the referee, but they have to talk amongst 
themselves, and get to understand one another 
and open those doors of communication. Then 
they have strategies they can fall back on, so 
that they remember how to behave around 
others, how to treat others and how to treat 
themselves.”

 Gamez is a native El Pasoan, and 
she loves the culture, the cuisine and the sense 
of community of her hometown. She gradu-
ated from UTEP with a degree in history. But 
the seeds of a teaching career were planted 
early.
 Gamez’ mother worked for 19 years 
as the secretary at El Paso’s Bonham Elemen-
tary, where Gamez herself was a student. But 
then, in her 40s, Gamez’ mother went back 
to school and completed a bachelor’s degree 
in education, becoming the first member of 
Gamez’ family to earn a college degree.

 Gamez’ mother was motivated by 
her experience as a parent. Gamez said her 
brother “probably would have qualified for 
GT [gifted and talented],” but wasn’t being 
challenged or stimulated at school – in-
stead of excelling, Gamez said, he became 
“frustrated and bored.” Watching her son’s 
needs go unmet, Gamez’ mother decid-
ed to become a teacher – one that would 
challenge and nurture students as individu-
als. Last year, Gamez’ mother was selected 
“teacher of the year” at Fannin Elementary, 
at El Paso ISD.

 “She didn’t want school to be 
a boring place – she wanted to be one of 
those inspirational teachers,” Gamez said of 
her mother. “I just strive to be her.”

 After completing her history de-
gree, Gamez began substitute teaching in El 
Paso, and had several long-term substitute 
positions. She worked with pre-K, kinder 
and first-grade students, including deaf stu-
dents, and after being “immersed” in early 
education, she decided to seek certification 
and a full-time position in the field. 

 Gamez had been working at Ys-
leta ISD when Barbara Amaya, the director 
of the regional Education Service Center, 
told her about an opening at Dell City ISD. 
Gamez was hesitant to leave El Paso, her 
“comfort zone.” But she was inspired by 
Amaya’s description of the Dell City school 
and community – the welcoming environ-
ment, the small class sizes.

 And she said the reality has ex-
ceeded her expectations.

 “It’s amazing to have small-group 
instruction, consistently throughout the 
day,” Gamez said. “I feel like I get more 
one-on-one time with the students. This is 
what teachers ask for in the bigger dis-
tricts.”

 Gamez is the mother of two – a 
2-year-old and a 5-year-old. She spends the 
weekdays in Dell City – and being apart 
from her husband and children is a chal-
lenge.
 But she’s loving her work with 
Dell City kinder and first-grade students.

 “I tell my husband that I’m very 
comfortable here,” Gamez said. “I don’t 
feel like I’m working. None of this happens 
overnight, of course, but I’m having such a 
good time – I didn’t think it would run so 
smoothly. I really love my job.”


